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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5, 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Saksa (US 5,659,611). 

As to claims 1-4, Saksa teaches a personal communication system comprising: 

A wrist unit for wearing on a user's wrist (figure 1, radiotelephone wrist 
instrument (10), column 2, lines 30-43), 

A microphone that is located on a portion of the user's hand (figure 1, 
microphone (28) releasably mounted to the tips of respective fingers of the user's hand, 
shown attached to the user's pinkie finger, column 2, lines 44-57), 

An ear piece that is located on another portion of the user's hand (figure 1 , 
speaker (22) releasably mounted to the tips of respective fingers of the user's hand, 
shown attached to the user's thumb, column 2, lines 44-57), 

wherein the wrist unit, microphone and earpiece are in a relationship where there 
is communication with at least one of the other components of the system during use of 
the system (microphone and speaker wired to the transceiver, column 2, lines 44-65). 
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As to claim 5, Saksa teaches at least some of the components are in 
communication via wires (microphone and speaker wired to the transceiver, column 2, 
lines 44-65). 

As to claim 7 with respect to claim 5, Saksa teaches at least some of the wires 
are retractable (radiotelephone housing uses a retraction mechanism for the wired 
microphone and speaker, column 3, lines 11-20). 

As to claim 8, Saksa teaches the wrist unit comprises a holder for at least one of 
the microphone and ear piece (microphone and speaker caps may be secured to either 
the case or the strap in any desirable manner, column 3, lines 1 1-20). 

As to claim 9 with respect to claim 8, Saksa teaches the holder is selected from 
the group consisting of a recess or a clip (microphone and speaker caps may be 
secured to either the case or the strap in any desirable manner, such as by a hook and 
loop fastener or a clip, column 3, lines 1 1-20). 

2. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Phillipps (US 6,337,914). 

As to claim 10, Phillipps teaches a personal communication system (a PDA that 
can be used as a cellular telephone, column 2, lines 44-60, comprising: 

A body portion and at least one of the following components: 
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Note: The preceding claim language reads on a body portion comprising the 
microphone or a receiver (ear piece), not necessarily both where it is believed the 
applicant intended both, consequently both are addressed herein. 

A microphone that is located on or within a first structure wherein at least a 
portion of the first structure at least partially resides inside the body of the personal 
communication system when the first structure is not deployed (figure 2, microphone (8) 
mounted to a telescopic mount (4) folded away in recess (9) in the body (2) of the PDA, 
column 2, line 61 to column 3, line 5), 

A receiver that is located on or within a second structure wherein at least a 
portion of the second structure at least partially resides inside the body of the personal 
communication system when the second structure is not deployed (figure 9 depicts an 
embodiment where the microphone (6) and speaker (70 are arranged on the end of two 
separate telescopic mounts, column 4, lines 4-9), 

Wherein the body portion, microphone, and receiver are in a relationship where 
there is communication with at least one of the other components of the system during 
use of the system (figures 1-9, the audio I/O of cellular communications). 

As to claim 1 1 with respect to claim 10, Phillipps teaches the microphone is 
located on or within a structure wherein at least a portion of the structure at least 
partially resides inside the body of the personal communication system when the 
personal communication system is not in use and the receiver comprises an earbud 
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(speaker and retracted mount is stored in recess (9) in the body (2) of the PDA, column 
3, lines 3-5). 

As to claim 12 with respect to claim 10, Phillipps teaches at least a portion of at 
least one of the structures fits into a recess in the body of the communication system 
(stored in recess (9) in the body (2) of the PDA, column 3, lines 3-5). 

As to claim 13 with respect to claim 10, Phillipps teaches at lest one of the 
structures is a telescoping member (figures 4 and 9, column 2, line 61 to column 3, line 

2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Saksa 
(US 5,65961 1 ) with a view to Ohki et al. (US 2001/001 1025). 

As to claim 6, Saksa teaches where the components are in wired communication 
(figure 1 ) but does not teach at least some of the components are in wireless 
communication. 
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Ohki teaches an apparatus comprising a radiotelephone (100) for wireless 
connection to all associated data devices via a cellular network that is wearable on the 
user's wrist, a microphone and a speaker housed in a finger-wearable device (200) in 
communication with the radiotelephone using RF wireless or infrared rays, figures 1-11, 
paragraphs 0042-0049 and 0106. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the wired connection means of Saksa with the wireless design of 
Ohki to relieve the user of a cumbersome speaker wire while using the wrist mounted 
telephone. 

4. Claims 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Phillipps (US 5,337,914) with a view to Wicks et al. (US 5,999,822). 

As to claim 14, Phillips teaches a spring to automatically retract the signal leads 
inside the telescopic mount as in is retracted, column 4, lines 13-27, but does not teach 
one of the first and second structures is spring loaded. 

Wicks teaches a cellular telephone with a microphone in the distal end of a 
telescopic spring loaded arm, figure 5, column 3, lines 34-53). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the spring and telescopic member of Phillipps to additionally spring 
load the structure or telescopic microphone mount of Wicks for automatic extension at 
the convenience of the user. 
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As to claim 15 with respect to claim 14, Phillipps teaches the spring loaded 
structure is configured so that it is deployed when another function of the 
communication device is activated (microphone is extended for voice input such as 
dictation to the PDA, column 3, lines 14-21). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Gray (US 5,987,310), Barnard (SU 6,859,657), Hashimoto et al. 
(US 2001/0043711), Hansen et al. (US 6,370,362), Shin (US 6,973,186) and Fukumoto 
et al. (US 6,912,287). 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Blane J. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM-5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571 ) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



BJJ 



EDWARD F. URBAN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAKR 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



